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Ottoman rule in Yamen is an object-lesson in the government of native races. We can not only see the inevitable result of negligent administration but the subterranean workings of a covert force which will, sooner or later, undermine all governments in the world that control alien subject races. That control has been obtained in the first instance by force of arms, either * implied or openly demonstrated. So long as modern invention kept advancing in the evolution of small arms colonial Powers could be reasonably sure that their forces would be better armed than the native races they governed. Now that the modern rifle has attained approximate perfection as .a weapon of war and can be produced and retailed at a price within the reach of all, the surreptitious gun trade will soon catch up to it and arm the governed as efficiently as the forces of government.
Those powers which rule vast numbers of alien subjects in remote qxiarters of the globe will have to combine to cut off this traffic at its sources or guard their uttermost borders against it or curtail their control of the races they administer.
Trifling with these alternatives has brought Turkey to the predicament which now confronts her in Yamen. Her turn has come first because she has not sufficient resources to arm her colonial troops with the best weapons obtainable or to guard her coasts adequately against gun-runners, while her administrative methods have raised for her a heavy crop of trouble.
Arabia, with her extensive seaboard, her warlike tribes and storijLy politics, is a natural market for arms. Her unhappy political state is largely the outcome of the arms traffic, which encourages her to defy established authority.